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By  C H R I STOPH ER  C ON KEY

WA SHINGTON -- Hou se Tr a n spor ta t ion  Com m ittee Ch a ir m a n  Ja m es Ober sta r  on
Wedn esda y  ca lled for  a t  lea st  $6 9  billion  in  n ew  feder a l spen din g  on  h ig h w a y  a n d tr a n sit
pr ojects,  a  bid to u se a  secon d st im u lu s bill to a ddr ess a  loom in g  sh or tfa ll in  tr a n spor ta t ion
fu n din g .

Spea kin g  a t  a  n ew s con fer en ce on  Ca pitol Hill a  da y  befor e th e Wh ite Hou se con v en es its
"jobs su m m it ," Mr . Ober sta r  sa id $6 9  billion  w ou ld be "a  n ice dow n  pa y m en t" th a t  w ou ld
u pg r a de th e n a t ion 's tr a n spor ta t ion  sy stem  a n d cr ea te h u n dr eds of th ou sa n ds of jobs.

Mr . Ober sta r  (D.,  Min n .) a n d Rep. Peter  DeFa zio (D.,  Or e.),  ch a ir m a n  of th e h ig h w a y
su bcom m ittee,  sen t  a  let ter  to Pr esiden t  Ba r a ck Oba m a  on  Wedn esda y  in  w h ich  th ey
poin ted to tr a n spor ta t ion  spen din g  a s "a  w a y  to cr ea te a n d su sta in  fa m ily -w a g e jobs,
con tr ibu te to ou r  n a t ion 's lon g -ter m  econ om ic g r ow th  a n d h elp th e Un ited Sta tes r ecov er
fr om  th e w or st  r ecession  sin ce th e Gr ea t  Depr ession ."

Mr . Ober sta r  sa id h e h a sn 't  r eceiv ed a n y  dir ect  r espon se fr om  th e Wh ite Hou se bu t  sa id h e
ex pects som e m ov em en t  tow a r d h is pr oposa l by  th e en d of th e jobs su m m it .

Ea r lier  th is y ea r ,  tr a n spor ta t ion  a dv oca tes secu r ed a bou t  $4 8  billion  for  h ig h w a y , tr a n sit
a n d r a il pr ojects in  th e econ om ic st im u lu s pa cka g e,  r ou g h ly  h a lf th e a m ou n t  th ey  w er e
seekin g .  On  Wedn esda y , Mr . Ober sta r  sa id st im u lu s spen din g  on  tr a n spor ta t ion  h a s
dir ect ly  su sta in ed 2 1 1 ,000 jobs a n d su ppor ted a n  a ddit ion a l 1 3 0,000 in dir ect ly  th r ou g h
su pply -ch a in  pu r ch a ses.

"Giv en  th e su ccess of w h a t  w e'v e don e u n der  th e Recov er y  A ct ,  it 's n o su r pr ise th a t  people
w a n t  to do m or e," sa id Jill Zu ckm a n , spokesw om a n  for  Tr a n spor ta t ion  Secr eta r y  Ra y
La Hood.

Messr s.  Ober sta r  a n d DeFa zio a r e focu sin g  on  th e pr ospect  of a  n ew  st im u lu s bill beca u se
Con g r ess a n d th e W h ite Hou se h a v en 't  com e close to a g r eein g  on  a  six -y ea r  bill  th a t  w ou ld
sig n ifica n t ly  boost  t r a n spor ta t ion  spen din g . Th e Wh ite Hou se h a s r u led ou t  r a isin g  g a s
ta x es g iv en  th e str u g g lin g  econ om y , a n d th er e is n o con sen su s on  Ca pitol Hill for  a n y
oth er  sou r ce of fu n din g .

With  Wa sh in g ton  dea dlocked a n d sta te r ev en u e plu n g in g  beca u se of fla g g in g  r eta il-
sa les-ta x  a n d pr oper ty -ta x  collect ion s,  tr a n spor ta t ion  lea der s fea r  m a jor  cu tba cks in
spen din g  w ill occu r  n ex t  y ea r  if n ew  spen din g  doesn 't  em er g e.

Lobby in g  g r ou ps for  tr a n sit  a g en cies,  h ig h w a y  bu ilder s a n d th e con str u ct ion  in du str y
h a v e seized on  a  secon d st im u lu s pa cka g e a s w ell,  r epr isin g  a r g u m en ts th ey  m a de ea r lier
th is y ea r .  On  Wedn esda y , th e A m er ica n  Pu blic Tr a n spor ta t ion  A ssocia t ion  a n d th e
A m er ica n  A ssocia t ion  of Sta te Hig h w a y  Tr a n spor ta t ion  Officia ls u n v eiled r epor ts tou t in g
a  com bin ed $8 4  billion  in  "r ea dy  to g o" pr ojects.  Th e g r ou ps sa id n ew  spen din g  cou ld spu r
job cr ea t ion  in  th e belea g u er ed con str u ct ion  sector ,  w h er e u n em ploy m en t  is n ea r in g  2 0%
n a tion w ide.

Ev en  if Mr . Ober sta r  a n d h is a llies secu r e m or e fu n din g ,  it  m a y  n ot  pr ov ide a n  im m edia te
jolt  beca u se it  ta kes t im e for  tr a n spor ta t ion  spen din g  to w or k in to th e econ om y  a s pr ojects
a r e iden tified,  pu t  ou t  to bid a n d fin a lly  u n der ta ken  by  con tr a ctor s.  In  th eir  let ter  to Mr .
Oba m a , Messr s.  Ober sta r  a n d DeFa zio n oted th a t  by  th e en d of October ,  w or k h a d sta r ted
on  a bou t  5 4 % of th e st im u lu s pr ojects fu n ded by  m a jor  h ig h w a y  a n d tr a n sit  pr og r a m s.

Mr . DeFa zio sa id th e la g  w a s a ccepta ble beca u se th e econ om y  w ou ld be "in  th e sou p" for  a t
lea st  a n oth er  tw o y ea r s.  Mr . Ober sta r  sa id th e im pa ct  fr om  m u ch  of th e tr a n spor ta t ion
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fu n din g  fr om  th e fir st  st im u lu s bill w ou ld sta r t  to fa de a w a y  by  n ex t  Ju n e.

Bey on d th e plea s fr om  th e h ig h w a y  a n d tr a n sit  sector s,  th e Wh ite Hou se is g ett in g  flooded
w ith  en tr ea t ies fr om  oth er  a dv oca cy  g r ou ps.  On  Wedn esda y , Rog er  Dow , ch ief ex ecu t iv e of
th e U.S.  Tr a v el A ssocia t ion , sen t  Mr . Oba m a  a  let ter  ca llin g  for  th e Wh ite Hou se a n d
Con g r ess to "u n lock th e pow er  of th e tr a v el com m u n ity  to pu t  A m er ica n s ba ck to w or k w ith
ta x  in cen tiv es for  job-cr ea t in g  tr a v el,  ta r g eted effor ts to pr om ote in ter n a t ion a l tr a v el a n d
g ov er n m en t  fu n din g  to r em ov e r oa dblocks to a n  efficien t  tr a v el in fr a str u ctu r e."
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